
 

 Geography Vocabulary Progression 

 

Nursery Reception Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Here 

There 

Where 

Place 

Far 

Near 

Close 

Travel  

Above 

Below 

Next to 

On top of 
 

Map  

Land  

Ocean  

Aerial  

Seasons  

Weather  

Globe  

Features  

Locate  

Compare  

Country, town, city  

Distance (far, near, further, 

nearest)  

Forwards 

Backwards 

Fieldwork 

Area 

Aerial photograph 

Map 

Key 

Symbols 

Human features 

Physical features 

Route 

North, East, South, West, 

Compass 

Direction 

Left 

Right 

Below 

Next to 

Inside 

Opposite 

Forward 

Near 

Outside 

Above 

Environment 

Landmarks 

Atlas 

Globe 

Climate zones 

Rivers 

Mountains 

Continent 

County  

City 

Capital City 

United Kingdom 

Scandinavia  

Nordic Regions 

Fjords 

Tectonic Plates 

Volcanoes 

Lava 

Eruption 

Magma 

Land use 

Coast 

Coastlines 

Peninsula  

Cliffs 

Tourists/Tourism 

Economy 

Climate 

Nationality 

Northern Hemisphere 

Southern Hemisphere 

Equator 

Co-ordinates 

Latitude 

Longitude  

Arctic Circle  

Antarctic Circle 

Tropic of Cancer  

Tropic of Capricorn 

Time zone 

Greenwich Mean Time 

Land use  

Erosion 

Coastline 

Rock armour 

Sea wall 

Coastal management  

National Park 

Precipitation 

Condensation 

Evaporation 

Transpiration  

Water cycle 

Global warming  

Source 



World 

North Pole 

South Pole 

Equator 

Ocean 

Continent 

Europe 

Africa 

Asia 

Australia/Oceania 

Antarctica 

North America 

South America 

Arctic 

Antarctic 

Atlantic Ocean 

Pacific Ocean 

Indian Ocean 

Arctic Ocean 

Southern Ocean 

Locate 

Country 

Capital city 

Monument  

United Kingdom 

England 

Ireland 

Scotland 

Wales 

Irish Sea 

English Channel 

Northern Ireland 

London 

Cardiff 

Human geography 

Physical geography  

Trade 

Fairtrade 

Plantation 

Export/Import 

Ecosystem 

Himalayas 

Glacier  

North East, North West, 

South East, South West 

Land use 

Types of settlement 

Equator 

Continent  

Weather 

Climate 

Precipitation 

Environmental regions  

Wildlife 

  
 

Mouth 

Valley 

Delta 

Gorge 

Meander 

Floodplain 

Estuary 

Conservation  

Dam 

Reservoir  

Layers of rainforest 

Forest floor  

Understory 

Canopy 

Emergent,  

Deforestation 

Environmental change  

Tropical 

Species 

Natives 

Indigenous 
 



 

Edinburgh 

Belfast  

Similarities 

Differences 

Compare 

 


